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MR JIMMY DEENIHAN — VISIT 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [10.08 pm]: Recently, I had the pleasure of attending 
a reception at the Irish Club of Western Australia to meet Mr Jimmy Deenihan, the Irish Minister of State for the 
Diaspora at the Departments of the Taoiseach and Foreign Affairs and Trade. Mr Deenihan was here 
representing the Irish government on a trade and development mission, and I had the good fortune to meet with 
him. In addition to meeting with him, one of the highlights of that reception was witnessing Mr Deenihan award 
Alan O’Meara the Certificate of Irish Heritage. That award is very rarely given outside of Ireland, and 
Mr O’Meara richly deserved the award. Mr O’Meara has been the president of the Irish Club of 
Western Australia for the past seven years, and has been on the committee of management of the Irish Club for 
at least 13 years.  The award was a real acknowledgement of his outstanding achievement and contribution to not 
only the Irish Club of Western Australia but the Irish community of Western Australia. Alan O’Meara has now 
been succeeded by Mr Sean Daly as the president of the Irish Club and I wish Sean every good wish and success 
in his new role. The club has some exciting plans for the future and it was great to see at the reception a lot of the 
local Irish community groups such as the Claddagh Association represented by Mrs Joan Ross, Irish Families in 
Perth represented by Eimear Beattie and Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann represented by Joan Walker. It was great 
to talk to all of them about current issues they are dealing with. The event was also attended by the 
Irish Honorary Consul, Mr Martin Kavanagh. Later in the afternoon I had the honour of attending the opening of 
the office of the Honorary Consulate of Ireland on the Esplanade in Perth. It is a very busy office and the hard 
work and commitment of the Honorary Consul, Mr Martin Kavanagh, is widely recognised throughout the 
Irish community in Australia and, in fact, throughout the diplomatic community as well. 

I know this is beginning to feel a bit like St Patrick’s Day with all the events that were on, but Minister Deenihan 
was on a very important mission. Later in the week I attended a reception to mark the opening of 
Enterprise Ireland’s office in Perth, and that was hosted by the minister and the Irish ambassador, 
Mr Noel White. I had the pleasure of meeting Mary Kinnane, the director of Australia–New Zealand Enterprise 
Ireland, and Mr Chris Littlewood, the manager of the new Perth office for the western region. Enterprise Island 
is an Irish government organisation responsible for the development and growth of Irish businesses and 
enterprises in global markets and now in Western Australia. It works with Irish enterprises or businesses to help 
them start up, grow and operate in new markets in particular. It is very exciting to know that Enterprise Island 
has opened in Perth, particularly because we have a very important relationship with Ireland on a number of 
levels. In 2013, Australia had merchandise exports to Ireland of around $69 million and Ireland’s total 
investment in Australia in the same year was $4.8 billion. We also have a number of bilateral relationships, 
including in social security and health, not to mention the longstanding cultural relationships we have, with 
about two million Australians identifying in the last census that they had Irish heritage. Also, I have to mention 
the tens of thousands of Irish workers on various visas throughout Perth and Western Australia in particular. We 
had the pleasure of hearing from Declan White at that reception. Declan is the CEO of Monford Group, one of 
Western Australia’s fastest growing businesses. He gave a very entertaining look at some of the pitfalls for new 
businesses starting up in Western Australia.  

I concluded that series of events by attending a lunch hosted by my colleague, Hon Stephen Dawson, with 
Minister Deenihan, the Honorary Consul and other representatives here at Parliament House. It was a pleasure to 
welcome the minister to our Parliament to talk about the East Metropolitan Region and the potential for exports 
from that region to Ireland, including, but not limited to, wine, which is one of Australia’s primary exports to 
Ireland. All in all, I think the range of events was very successful and I am very pleased to have had the 
opportunity to spend a lot of time with Minister Deenihan. 

House adjourned at 10.14 pm 
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	MR JIMMY DEENIHAN — VISIT
	Statement
	House adjourned at 10.14 pm
	__________



